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JOHN HOMER CHAPMAN

Orphan found a place to belong
One-time merchant seaman found 'family' as church
volunteer, crossing guard

Dec 04, 2008 04:30 AM
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Twenty-seven years ago, a homeless but stylish man came into
Glen Rhodes United Church and asked for shelter. That man's name
was John Homer Chapman.

"He was a very dear man, who really wanted to belong," said Lawrence Pushee, his old friend and a
retired minister at the church, near Coxwell Ave. and Gerrard St. E.

Chapman, who lived in a small room in the basement of the church for seven months, was a true
inspiration.

"He was a constant presence at the church, always looking after things," said Pushee. "We just turned
a table today and there was a note he had written that said: Repaired in Aug., 1985/Homer."

Chapman died at 81 in Toronto East General last Wednesday. His memorial service was held at Glen
Rhodes United Monday evening.

Pushee said Chapman demonstrated a true willingness to help others, partly because he had
experienced rejection in his own life.

After a harsh childhood in England where he was raised in an orphanage, he left at 15 to work as a
merchant seaman and travelled the world. He eventually landed in Toronto.

Chapman, who never married, worked at a number of occupations including building farm equipment
at Massey Ferguson.

"He sometimes hadn't had enough money to cover his basics," said Pushee.

After retirement, Chapman worked as a crossing guard at Gerrard and Coxwell. He learned the
names of the children who used the crossing and became known as the grandfather of the area.

In the last few months of his life, a nurse who was the mother of one of the children Chapman helped
keep safe volunteered to be a part of a team that took care of Chapman when he began to fail.

As Chapman started to lose his eyesight, he became more isolated.

"He was a favourite at the church library and was an expert on the Second World War and read
almost all of the related books in the library," Pushee said. "But after he lost his sight, he stopped
going to library."

Eventually it became too risky for him to walk outside.

Although he had no family at the time of his death, Chapman did have many friends throughout the
city whose lives he had touched.

"He was a big-hearted guy who wanted to help everybody," Pushee said.

MORE NEWS

City firefighters battle
highrise blaze

Canadians protest
Israeli attacks on Gaza

Cold snap grips the
Prairies

Thousands protest
across Europe against
Gaza attacks

Toronto issues cold
weather alert

4 dead in Quebec to
undergo autopsies

Memorial service
planned for dead
snowmobilers

Police investigate
hockey player's death

Ukraine warns EU gas
shortages possible

Pakistan arrests
former Taliban
spokesman

RECENT SPECIAL
SECTIONS

Desi Life Dec.-Jan.
Digital
Entertainment
2008 Atkinson
series
Holidays guide

Digital Photo
Western Canada
Guide to Colleges &
Universities

More Specials

Toronto & GTA  |  Ontario  |  Canada  |  World  |  Ideas  |  Global Voices  |  Obituaries  |  Local Highlights  |  Science-Tech  |  Acts of Kindness

thestar.com Web find a Business

Advanced Search | Full Text Article Archive

AUTOS
CAREERS
CLASSIFIEDS
DEATH NOTICES
REAL ESTATE

Login to Comment

4 Day Forecast | Traffic

TODAY'S WEATHER

CLEAR

-5 C

Saturday, January 03, 2009 | Today's Toronto Star | Login PHOTOS VIDEO COLUMNISTS BLOGS PODCASTS RSS MOBILE NEWSLETTERS ALERTS  

TheStar.com | Obituary | Orphan found a place to belong http://www.atlanticcallcentres.ca/News/Obituary/article/548102#Comments

1 of 2 1/3/2009 4:46 PM



Most Read Most Emailed

John Travolta's son dies after mishap in
Bahamas

Nova Scotia redneck joke goes postal

The world's 10 worst places to live

A silent minority takes the wheel

Horoscopes for Saturday, January 3

MOST POPULAR ON THESTAR.COM

SPECIAL

Sweet neighbours
As the city's plans to redevelop
Toronto's waterfront move forward,
old elements like the Redpath plant
are being incorporated.

Need to know
One quick way to look like a million
bucks is to have a million bucks –
and to spend them wisely on subtle
work to elevate the skin to pearly ...

Toronto's negative signs
At the foot of Lower Spadina Ave.,
there's now a spanking new "wave
deck." It opened in the fall as an
extension ...

Colin and Justin
To ensure you know your Cristal
d'Arques from your Philippe Starck,
here's a fabulous Colin and Justin
"what's hot and what's ...

More Specials

Ads by Google

Find Old Obituaries
With Powerful Search Tools & The
Ability To View, Save, Or Print!
NewspaperArchive.com/Obituary

Bereavement Cheap Flights
Up to 65% on Bereavement Flights.
Search, Compare & Save BIG!
www.Tripmama.com/Bereavement

Grief and Memorialization
LifeGem diamonds provide comfort
along with a priceless tribute.
www.LifeGem.com/

Torstar Sites  toronto.com   |   ourfaves.com   |   Pages of the Past   |   Star Store & Photo Sales   |   New In Homes   |   More...

© Copyright Toronto Star 1996-2008   Terms & Conditions   |   Privacy Code

TheStar.com  Corrections   |   Contact Webmaster   |   FAQ   |   Site Map   |   RSS   |   Desi Life

Toronto Star  About Us   |   Subscribe   |   Subscriber Self Services   |   Contact Us   |   News Releases   |   Star Internships   |   Careers at the Star

Advertise With Us  Media Kit   |   Online Advertising   |   Print Advertising   |   Special Sections

Initiatives  Santa Claus Fund   |   Fresh Air Fund   |   Classroom Connection   |   Community Giving

TheStar.com | Obituary | Orphan found a place to belong http://www.atlanticcallcentres.ca/News/Obituary/article/548102#Comments

2 of 2 1/3/2009 4:46 PM


